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I am delighted
to have the
opportunity to
write to you as
president of
Southeastern
University.

As you may already know,
in August Randy Valimont
stepped down from his position
as president of the Alumni
Association to pursue other
ministry endeavors. In addition
to serving as senior pastor of
Griffin First Assembly, he is now
also the director of Calcutta
Mercy Ministries in India. We
applaud
his
innumerable
contributions to Southeastern
over the years and wish him
every success.

Over the past nine months,
I have had the privilege to
work with the outstanding
faculty
and
staff
at
Southeastern as we educate
the leaders of tomorrow.

After Randy’s resignation, our
team prayerfully began a search
for a new Alumni Association
President and presented a
candidate, Mark Anthony, to
the Executive Committee of
the Board of the university.
The committee ratified Mark
as the new Alumni Association
President, and I am delighted
to inform you that he officially
began serving in this capacity
on October 1.

Southeastern is becoming
the institution of choice for
more and more students
and is providing them with
academic excellence and
vibrant spirituality.

Mark’s passion for our alumni
is evident when he shares his
vision for the future of the
Alumni Association, including
the development of alumni
chapters. We are looking
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forward to joining with Mark to
build a strong alumni network.
Priya Arul, BS ‘06 & MBA ‘10,
our Alumni Relations Director,
will be working with Mark to that
end.
Your continued involvement
in Southeastern and the many
different ways in which you
support the efforts of the
university are critical factors
in the progress that we are
making. Please continue to
pray that God’s favor would rest
upon us as we seek to prepare
the next generation of leaders
to impact the world for Christ.
I hope you’ll visit us at
Homecoming. If you haven’t
been back for a few years,
please mark February 3-4 on
your calendar and make this the
year. Come on home!

Kent J. Ingle

PRESIDENT,
SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY

Alumni Director’s Message

MESSAGE FROM THE

ALUMNI DIRECTOR

dear esteemed alumni,
I am excited to be working with you, and it
is my privilege to introduce myself to you.
I am a dual alumna from Southeastern
University.
I came to SEU as an international transfer
student from Madurai, India. The city of
Madurai is also known as the temple city
of India, and there are thousands of Hindu
temples in this city.
My parents, John Arul and Mallika Arul,
have been in ministry for more than
30 years, serving as Assemblies of God
ministers. My dad has pioneered over 90
churches in India and also founded Love
and Care International Ministry, which
provides shelter to over 1,000 orphans
in seven different homes. I am the oldest
of five children, and I am blessed to be
a part of a loving Christian family in a
predominantly Hindu nation.
When I was in my sophomore year in
high school, my father hosted a team
of Southeastern college students who
stayed and ministered with us during their
summer mission’s trip to India. During

their stay, they displayed great love for the
Lord and worked diligently with the locals.
I was inspired by their servant leadership
and began to dream about coming to
Southeastern University to pursue my
undergraduate degree.

youth pastor in Winter Haven, Florida. In
2008 I returned to work at SEU with the
desire to pursue my MBA. I graduated
with my MBA in 2010 and have worked
in different departments of the university
over the last three-and-a-half years.

Four years later, I came to Southeastern
as an international transfer student
pursuing a major in church ministries, and
I thoroughly enjoyed my experience as a
student. Some of my favorite memories
are the outstanding faculty members who
cared about my academic and spiritual
life, the friendships that blossomed
on this campus, the powerful chapel
services, and the community of people
who serve diligently in different areas of
this university.

I am very proud to be an alumna of
Southeastern and very excited to serve
you as the alumni relations director. My
vision is to establish a strong alumni
relations network by creating programs
that would engage the alumni with their
alma mater. I am enthralled to hear
from you about your experience on this
campus as a student and the things you
have accomplished since your graduation.
Each one of you is very special to me, and
I am looking forward to connecting with
you and assisting you as you live out your
God-given dreams.

Southeastern taught me to excel in
leadership and challenged me to continue
to live my life to the fullest God-purposed
potential. I graduated with my bachelor’s
degree in church ministries in the fall of
2006 and was chosen to be the senior
class speaker.

Priya Arul / ‘06 & ‘10

After graduation, I served as a full-time
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Alumni Association President’s Message

driving a
baby bus on the
autobahn
BY MARK ANTHONY ’92

I was created to drive on the autobahn!
Okay, that may be a bit overstated. I really
want to drive as fast as my wife will allow.
This past summer the Anthony family had
the privilege of traveling to Europe. On one
of our excursions we decided to travel to
Germany. There is so much to experience.
We anticipated the drive along the Rhine
River, the plethora of castles, the Cologne
Cathedral, and eating as much Wiener
Schnitzel as possible. The adrenalin began
to course through my veins at the thought of
racing to these destinations by driving on the
infamous autobahn!
I’ve never seen so many Mercedes Benz’,
BMW’s, and Audi’s—with a couple of
Lamborghini’s sprinkled in. What was I going
to drive? A Dodge minivan? Yes, a diesel
“baby bus” that topped out at about 70 miles
per hour. It was embarrassing. I know that as
a pastor I shouldn’t be this materialistic, but
even heaven felt sorry for me.
We have a family of five and our friends,
Steve and Kelly, came to visit us. The “baby
bus” was practical. It made the most sense.
We could all be together. Julie (my wife)
believed this was the perfect vehicle. The
kids played with their iPods, Julie and Kelly
chatted and chuckled, while Steve and I cried
for the first three hours of the trip.
Speed is overrated. Julie reminded me that
the journey was a success. We did it together,
and the memories will last a lifetime. I wish
I looked at life and ministry that way. It is
a temptation for many to arrive at a given
destination as fast as possible; unfortunately,
we often do it alone and leave people
behind. What would life look like if we did it
“together”?
In a game between the San Diego Chargers
and the Denver Broncos on December 10,
2006, Chargers running back LaDainian
Tomlinson took his position the same way

4
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he had done hundreds of times before
during the season. But this particular play
was different. After receiving the ball and
sprinting around two defenders for a sevenyard gain, Tomlinson found himself in the
end zone for his NFL record-breaking 29th
touchdown of the season.
But, as impressive as this accomplishment
was, Tomlinson’s selfless behavior after the
run really stole the show. Instead of raising
his hands in victory or dancing across the
turf like so many other players, Tomlinson
beckoned for his offensive line—those
inconspicuous behemoths who cleared the
path for his success—to join him. With over
67,000 fans cheering wildly, he helped his
entire team bask in the glory.
Even more surprising, he refused to
acknowledge any individual accomplishment
when talking with reporters after the game.
Instead, he consistently used plural pronouns
to include his teammates: “When we’re old
and can’t play this game anymore, those are
the moments that we’re going to remember,
being able to tell our kids and tell our
grandchildren. We made history today, and
there’s no better feeling than to share it with
the group of guys in that locker room.”
Southeastern has changed a bit over the
past 20 years. It is no longer a college—it
is a university. You won’t be able to find
the orange groves or potholes. There is a
restaurant and café on campus. The athletic
complex is beautiful and is no longer held
together by duct tape. It is a beautiful
campus!
Yet, Southeastern is the same. Although the
aesthetics have been altered, it is still about
the classroom. The professors of SEU are
still committed to providing Christ-centered
education that, through a wide range of
academic majors leading to bachelor’s and
master’s degrees, prepares their students for

/ ABOUT MARK ANTHONY

On October 1, 2011, Mark Anthony ‘92
was officially welcomed as the new
president of the Alumni Association for
Southeastern University. Mark is known
and loved by hundreds of Southeastern
alumni who call him a friend and
example from their college days or a
mentor and encourager during his 19
years in the ministry.
Mark is a model for Christ-like
leadership and service and a passionate
advocate for Southeastern, its students,
and alumni.
As his new appointment begins, Mark
plans to connect alumni with the vision
and purpose of the university. His initial
goals are to create SEU Alumni
Chapters in key locations throughout
the southeast, identify key alumni who
would like to offer their time and talents,
and utilize the giftings and influence of
the staff and faculty of SEU.
“Southeastern is a phenomenal
institution that has limitless potential,
but the vision of Dr. Ingle and his
administration team will only be realized
if we work together to make it happen,”
he said.

a life of world-changing leadership in churchrelated positions and in other professional
fields.
President Kent Ingle and his new
administration team are committed to
building a great university. They are asking
the alumni association to partner with them.
This partnership is a crucial component in
connecting future graduates with alumni
who pastor, teach, or are in the marketplace
serving Christ.
In the months ahead we will find that this
can be a mutually beneficial relationship. I’d
love to hop in a Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren
to drive this partnership home, but if we are
going to arrive at this destination together,
it appears that the Dodge minivan may be
just the right vehicle. Doing life together is
healthy.

Section Name Here

/ The Alumni Association would love to hear from you. Your
thoughts and ideas are important to us. Together, we
can build a great university!

Q. WHERE IS “HOME” FOR YOU?

Q. WHERE ARE YOU WORKING?

A. I was born in Michigan and raised in Ohio,
but Georgia has become my home.

A. I pastor Trinity Fellowship Church in
Sharpsburg, Georgia.

Q. T
 ELL US ABOUT YOUR EDUCATION.

Q. WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE HOBBIES?

A. I graduated from Southeastern with a BA in
Biblical Studies in 1992.

A. Golf, Michigan football and basketball, and
La Parrilla (My favorite Mexican restaurant)

Q&A

MARK
ANTHONY

Q. TELL US ABOUT YOUR FAMILY.
A. J
 ulie and I have been married for 16
years. We have three children – Caleb (12),
Brooklyn (11), and Luke (7).
Q. W
 HAT PROFESSOR IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE WHILE YOU WERE AT
SOUTHEASTERN?
A. D
 r. Fettke, who has become a real mentor in
my life, and Dr. Neuman, who helped shape
my understanding of the New Testament.

Q. W
 HAT DO YOU WISH EVERY ALUM
KNEW ABOUT SOUTHEASTERN?

Q. IF YOU COULD VACATION ANYWHERE
IN THE WORLD, WHERE WOULD YOU
GO?
A. My wife and I love two places – Lake Tahoe
in the summer and springtime in Paris.
Q. DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE VERSE?

A. I wish they could feel the spirit of the
campus again. The chapel services that
helped shape us are alive and filled with
students who are honestly seeking Christ.
Q. W
 HAT EXCITES YOU ABOUT THIS
OPPORTUNITY?
A. I get to tell the story. SEU is filled with
students that would like to make a
difference in this world – and they will.
If the alumni get a true picture of the
potential, they will be drawn to participate
and partner with the school again.

A. “Call to me and I will answer you and tell
you great and unsearchable things you do
not know.” – Jeremiah 33:3
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(left to right) Chris Owen, Del Chittim, Kent Ingle, Roy Rowland,
Brian Carroll, Andrew Permenter and Bill Hackett
Photo Credit: Ashley Wright

THE PRESIDENT’S LEADERSHIP TEAM Southeastern’s leadership team is
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Photo Credit: Ashley Wright

on a mission.

(center) Bill Hackett

(left) Dan Mortensen

(left) Brian Carroll
Photo Credit: Ashley Wright

Photo Credit: Ashley Wright

[ Their mission is to maximize and unleash the divine design within every student who steps foot on the campus of
Southeastern University. As President Ingle says, “We not only want to provide them with an excellent liberal arts education –
we want to facilitate their transition to become dreamers and visionaries to better serve this world.” ]

PRESIDENT

Dr. Kent Ingle
Currently Reading: Jolt! Get

VICE PRESIDENT FOR
UNIVERSITY ADVANCEMENT
Brian Carroll ‘06 & ‘07

VICE PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT
DEVELOPMENT

VICE PRESIDENT FOR
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

Chris Owen ‘93 & ‘06

Dr. William Hackett

Currently Reading: Making Poor

Currently Reading: One.Life by

Currently Reading: Incarnate

Scot McKnight
Hobbies: Paddle boarding
Favorite App: Nerts HD
Listening to: Needtobreathe

Leadership by Bill Robinson
Hobbies: Surfing
Favorite App: SEU Crib Sheet
Listening to: My wife, God, and
music from the ‘50s, ‘60s, and
‘70s

the Jump on a World That’s
Constantly Changing by Phil
Cooke and Incarnate Leadership
by Bill Robinson
Hobbies: Watching and playing
basketball, cycling
Favorite App: Bible
Listening to: John Ortberg and
Ryan Meeks

Nations Rich: Entrepreneurship
and the Process of Economic
Development by Benjamin Powell
Hobbies: Hanging with my wife
and kids, cycling, and kids soccer/
baseball
Favorite App: Vlingo
Listening to: U2

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT FOR
ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT

Del Chittim
Currently Reading: ReJesus by

Michael Frost & Alan Hirsch and
Turnaround by James Martin &
James Samels
Hobbies: Hanging out with my
kids, climbing mountains, and
working on my Jeep
Favorite App: TED Mobile
Listening to: Switchfoot and Adele

Roy Rowland IV
Currently Reading: Decision Points

by George W. Bush
Hobbies: Hiking, traveling, stand

up paddle boarding
Favorite App: Movies by Flixster
Listening to: iTunes U Podcasts

VICE PRESIDENT FOR FINANCE
AND ADMINISTRATION

Dr. Dan Mortensen
Currently Reading: Shine by
Edward M. Hallowell
Hobbies: Reading, exploring the
state of Florida, spending time
with my 6-month-old grandson
Wyatt
Favorite App: Waiting to purchase
the iPhone 4S so that I can
download some apps
Listening to: Christian worship
music

ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT
FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

Dr. Andrew Permenter
Currently Reading: All Things

Shining by Hubert Dreyfus &
Sean Dorrance Kelly
Hobbies: Investing
Favorite App: YouVersion
Listening to: Bluegrass
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Campus News

November 2011
Contemporary Band - Nov. 4 @ Bush Chapel: 7:30 p.m.
String Orchestra - Nov. 7 @ First Presbyterian (Presbyterian Series): 7:30 p.m.
Godspell - Nov. 11-13 @ Polk Theatre: 7:30 p.m. (Fri/Sat), 2:30 p.m. (Sat/Sun)
$15 General/$10 Seniors & Students
Choral Concert - Nov. 14 @ First Presbyterian (Presbyterian Series): 7:30 p.m.
December 2011
Christmas Concert - Dec. 3 @ Bush Chapel: 7:30 p.m.
Piano Trio - Dec. 5 @ First Presbyterian (Presbyterian Series): 7:30 p.m.
Unpland Improv TV - Dec. 9 @ Bolin Studio: 6:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.
January 2012
Unpland Improv TV - Jan. 27 @ Bolin Studio: 6:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.
Charles Hulin Piano Concert - Jan. 30 @ First Presbyterian (Presbyterian Series): 7:30 p.m.
February 2012
Unpland Improv TV - Feb. 10 @ Bolin Studio: 6:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.
Three Sisters - Feb. 24-26 @ Bush Chapel: 7:30 p.m. (Fri/Sat), 2:30 p.m. (Sat/Sun)
$15 General/$10 Seniors & Students
Young-Ah Tak Piano Concert - Feb. 27 @ First Presbyterian (Presbyterian Series): 7:30 p.m.
March 2012
180 Film Festival - Mar. 16-17 @ Location/Time/Admission TBD
Kozmik String Quartet - Mar. 19 @ First Presbyterian (Presbyterian Series): 7:30 p.m.
A Night on Broadway - Mar. 22 @ Bush Chapel: 7:30 p.m.
$5 General/$3 Seniors & Students
Soul Food - Mar. 23-24 @ Bolin Studio: 7:30 p.m. (Fri/Sat), 2:30 p.m. (Sat/Sun)
$5 General/$3 Seniors & Students
Orchestra Concert - Mar. 30 @ Bush Chapel: 7:30 p.m.
April 2012
Unpland Improv TV - Apr. 13 @ Bolin Studio: 6:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.
Jazz Band - Apr. 20 @ Trinity Presbyterian: 7:30 p.m. • $5 General/$3 Seniors & Students
Choral Concert - Apr. 23 @ First Presbyterian (Presbyterian Series): 7:30 p.m.
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On Campus

DR. MICHAEL P. FARRIS
FEATURED ON
CONSTITUTION DAY
Dr. Michael P. Farris, the chairman
of the Home School Legal Defense
Association (HSLDA) and chancellor
of Patrick Henry College, spoke
at Southeastern University on
Constitution Day, September 15.
Dr. Farris has used his extensive
experience in both politics and
appellate litigation to defend parental
rights. On Constitution Day he provided
students and guests at the university
with a historical overview of the
Christian principles that the United
States was founded upon.

Andrew Gard
Photo Credit: Ashley Wright

NEW
CAMPUS PASTOR
As Southeastern
welcomed a new year and a new
president, we also welcomed
our new campus pastor, Andrew
Gard. Hailing from Seattle, Wash.,
Gard, who has over five years
experience as a campus pastor,
immediately began implementing
his goals and visions for the
Southeastern student body.
SOUTHEASTERN SPONSORS
GROUP 1 CREW TOUR
Southeastern University helped to
sponsor Group 1 Crew’s “Outta Space
Love” tour of the United States. The
Christian hip hop/pop band toured all
over, kicking off in Knoxville, Tenn., on
September 29, and finishing up in Manvel,
Texas, on October 22. Manwell Reyes,
one of the group’s singers, is a 2003
Southeastern grad and helped promote
Southeastern on the group’s tour.
Manwell will return to his alma mater
on the evening of November 16 for a
student event celebrating Dr. Kent Ingle’s
inauguration.

Photo Credit: Ashley Wright

One of his biggest and most urgent goals was to start
an evening chapel. Now, students enjoy a Monday
night chapel, which has met maximum attendance
every week. Gard also wants to grow the missions
aspect of the university. Already Southeastern is seeing
expansion in this area.
“This year our goal was 25 trips and 500 students. And
I think we currently have 32 trips,” said Gard.
As he dwells on these successes, he is also looking into
the right goals for the future. One of these is to raise up
the next generation of influential leaders to resource
the community and the local church, including business
leaders, pastors, and educators.
“[I want it] so that if a church is looking for a worship
pastor, they know that they can call us and say, ‘Hey,
who do you guys have? Who’s graduating this year?’
And we’d send them out.”

Dr. Alan Snyder, professor of history,
organized this year’s event as well as
an event in 2010 that brought John
Ashcroft, the former U.S. Attorney
General, to the university campus.
“God moves in the affairs of men,”
Dr. Farris stated as he spoke in Bush
Chapel and gave credence to the
structuring of our nation to the
founding fathers who had revered
God. He emphasized that everything
from the founding of our nation to the
modern-day anatomy of government
“all boils down to the mighty hand of
God.” He went on to state that the
modern-day leaders who are chosen
by the people should hold true to the
doctrines and values of Christianity.

However, that’s not his only vision for partnerships
and collaborations between the community and
Southeastern students. Gard would like to see people
from the community participating in Southeastern
chapels, especially the evening chapels.

Immediately after the session in
Bush Chapel, there was a Q&A for
faculty, students and members of the
community.

“In the next four or five months, we are going to be
strategically looking at how we can get other college
students that live in our city onto our campus for
Monday night chapels.”

DR. MARVIN OLASKY SPEAKS AT
SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY

This is only just the beginning of the goals and visions
Gard has for Southeastern, the students, and the
community. One only has to talk to him to catch the
energy and passion he has for the student body,
campus, and community.

Dr. Marvin Olasky, editor-in-chief of the
national news magazine WORLD, author
of 22 books and thousands of articles,
and the unofficial “intellectual father of
compassionate conservatism,” recently
spoke on campus on the topics of “How
to Avoid Overusing or Underusing the
Bible” and “Recovering the Lost Joy of
Journalism.”

southeastern alumni magazine | FALL/WINTER 2011
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On Campus

NEW
PROGRAMS
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN HISTORY
DEGREE

MASTER OF ARTS IN THEOLOGICAL
STUDIES (MATS)

The Department of Historical, Legal, and
Leadership Studies at Southeastern has recently
embraced some new changes. The department is
“dedicated to providing high-quality, relevant and
global learning experiences that emphasize moral
and ethical practices within a Christ-centered
environment.” During the last two years,
significant modifications have been made to the
department, including new and revamped
programs.

This fall, the College of Christian
Ministries and Religion enrolled its first
students in the new Master of Arts in
Theological Studies (MATS) program.
The MATS program is a 48-semesterhour graduate degree that provides
participants with a strong foundation
and a full understanding in systematic,
historical, biblical, and practical
theologies. This degree equips
participants with an in-depth study of
God and his relationship to the world
from a Pentecostal perspective.

Last year a new Bachelor of Science in Public
Policy degree was added to the list of offered
degrees by the department.
“There is no other evangelical college or
university with this program at the undergraduate
level,” said Dr. K. Alan Snyder, chair for the
department. The degree grounds students in a
biblical approach to the Constitution and policy.
The department also added a new Bachelor of
Science in History degree. In the past, there has
been a Bachelor of Arts in History degree;
however, the Bachelor of Science allows history
majors to focus more on statistical analysis rather
than a foreign language.
Changes have also been made to the Bachelor of
Science in Organizational Leadership degree.
“The program has been totally revamped,” said
Dr. Snyder.
The program is multidisciplinary with a serious
focus on the practical application of servant
leadership directed at each student’s calling. The
students in the leadership program are required
to take one minor from any available discipline to
strengthen their overall knowledge, skills and
abilities.

10
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Dr. Kenneth Archer, director of the
MATS program, said, “The degree is
designed to enable students to prepare
for Ph.D. programs in biblical or
theological studies.”
Graduates will gain a firm theological
education for church ministry or for
teaching at various academic levels in
the field of theology. This degree
equips pastors, laypersons, and future
theological and ministerial doctoral
students with a broad theological base
that will enrich their ministries in the
church and the academy.
“If you have a desire to expand your
theological understanding and
enhance your ministry practices then
consider enrolling in the MATS degree,”
said Archer.
For students who desire to pursue
further doctoral level study in theology,
the MATS graduate program provides

the option to conclude the program by
writing a research thesis. MATS is an
academically rigorous program that
will equip students with a broad
theological foundation for ministry.
After completing the program, a pastor
will be able to preach and answer
questions with a new depth, a
layperson will deepen their knowledge
of God and His work in the world, and a
person called to research and
contribute to the fields of historical,
systematic, biblical, ethical, or practical
theology, will be prepared to excel in a
Master of Divinity or Doctor of Ministry
program or gain a basis to continue
their learning and complete a Ph.D. in
theology or biblical studies.
“Courses are taught by leading
Pentecostal scholars who also have a
burden for the integration of faith and
learning into the practice of ministry,”
said Archer.

[F OR MORE INFORMATION ON
SOUTHEASTERN’S PROGRAMS,
visit the Southeastern University
website or contact:
863.667.5018 or
admissions@seu.edu ]

On Campus

FILM PRODUCTION GIVES
STUDENTS GREAT EXPERIENCE

ROUNDHOUSEN’S
ROAST

“

Film is a very practical art and the
best way to learn how to do film, is
to do film

After months of hard work, it all paid off for a
number of Southeastern students and faculty
when the movie that they had directed and
produced premiered at the Polk Theatre in
Lakeland, Florida. The film, Roundhousen’s
Roast, had many Southeastern students in its
cast as well as two prominent local actors,
Tony Senzamici and Paul Hughes.
Assistant Professor of Communication Dave
Deborde decided to undertake the project to
give his students in the new Feature Film class
some experience.
“Film is a very practical art and the best way to
learn how to do film, is to do film,” said
Deborde.
Not only were the students gaining experience

by making their own film, but they were also
doing something that was unprecedented in
the state of Florida.
Deborde commented that the University of
Central Florida has students individually create
their own films. However, what made this so
different is that Deborde’s students did it as an
entire class.
The project started in October 2010. Due to
filming at the Polk Theatre, the students had
to work around the theatre’s schedule, which
often meant late nights and early mornings.
Overall, the shooting of the film lasted about a
month because of its stop–start nature.

Theatre. It was a formal event, complete with
red carpet, and the turnout was great.
“Leslie Sikora, who runs the Polk Theatre, said
that it was the biggest event that
Southeastern has had at the Polk Theatre,”
said Deborde, “that’s including all of its plays,
musicals, etc., that we’ve done there.”
Pleased with the success of the first film,
Deborde is planning to do another feature film
with his class this year.
“The plan right now is to shoot the next
feature film this summer in Los Angeles,
working in conjunction with Greenhouse
Media.”

However, in the end, all the hard work paid off
when the film premiered in April at the Polk
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On Campus

2012

SIFE TEAM ADVANCES TO NATIONALS
Southeastern’s SIFE (Students in Free Enterprise) team advanced to
the national competition in Minneapolis, Minn., this past May after acing
the regional competition in Atlanta. There were nine Southeastern
students that made it to the national competition.
SIFE is a non-profit international entity with about 1,500 university
chapters that use business concepts to help their local community.
Close to 50 Southeastern students actively participate in SIFE. Faculty
co-adviser Timothy Welch, an associate professor in the College of
Business & Legal Studies, describes them as “a group of students who
work together on service projects to improve the lives of others. It’s all
about empowering people to improve their situation.”
During the regional competition in Atlanta, the team gave a 24-minute
oral overview, with multi-media presentation. This presentation
described what Southeastern SIFE students did during the school
year to help the community through nine service projects that
encompassed a total of more than 5,000 hours. Judging was based on
the quality of the students’ presentation and the quality and results of
the service projects.
AMONG THOSE NINE PROJECTS, SOUTHEASTERN STUDENTS:

• Befriended and mentored more than two dozen boys and girls who
live in a nearby residential program that serves abused, abandoned
and troubled children.
• Donated 5,000 pounds of food to a local food pantry.
• Helped a homeless-shelter resident seek a job by helping her create a
resume, coaching her on interview skills, and driving her to interviews.
• Worked with economically-struggling small businesses along a
major thoroughfare that had been closed, thereby forcing potential
customers to a bypass; Southeastern SIFE students helped the
businesses set up online marketing, using Facebook, Twitter, and
websites, to market their products and services via Social Media.

NATIONAL
LEADERSHIP
FORUM
RETURNS TO
SOUTHEASTERN
MARCH 8 & 9,
2012

For the sixth consecutive year, Southeastern will host some of the country’s
most dynamic leaders as part of the National Leadership Forum.
Since 2007, the Forum has used an innovative and intimate approach to
teach servant leadership, not only in the academic community, but in the
business and church communities, as well. The 2012 National Leadership
Forum will continue that mission.
This year’s event will be held in Bush Chapel and will run for two days,
Thursday, March 8, and Friday, March 9.
The keynote speaker, Tim Tebow, is a familiar face to many in Central
Florida, having led the Florida Gators football team to two national
championships and winning the Heisman Trophy in 2007. Currently a
quarterback for the Denver Broncos of the National Football League, Tebow
will speak during the Forum and at a special dinner event at 6 p.m. on
March 8.
The remaining speakers at the Forum are as follows: former U.S. Secretary
of Defense Robert Gates; Curt Coffman, a prominent international business
consultant; Phil Cooke, an internationally known writer and speaker, and
media producer; Nancy Duarte, principal of one of the largest design
firms in Silicon Valley; author, speaker, activist, filmmaker, artist, and
innovator Erwin McManus; former airline executive Howard Putnam; Scott
Rasmussen, founder and president of Rasmussen Reports; best-selling
author and noted authority on leadership Mark Sanborn; and Pat Williams,
senior vice president of the Orlando Magic and one of the country’s top
motivational speakers.
All Forum seating is reserved, and, due to the intimate venue, registration
is limited to 700 people. Guests can visit the Forum website to reserve
tickets for the conference. Individual tickets to Tim Tebow’s keynote dinner
are currently not for sale, but table sponsorships are available and can be
secured by calling 877-FORUM2012.
Forum sponsorships are also available and provide interested parties
the opportunity to directly benefit Southeastern University’s student
scholarship fund. All Forum sponsorship proceeds in 2012 benefit the
Southeastern Scholarship program.

SIFE team members pictured left to right: (back row) Nick Spiros ‘11, Jonathan
Zachary ‘11, Bradley Bienaime ‘11; (middle row) Christina DiMugno ‘14, Maggie McKee
‘11, Mike Martin ‘12; (front row) Carmen D’Agostino ‘13, Katherine Childs ‘13, and
Bethany Jones ‘13
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THE FORUM’S WEBSITE IS:

www.seuleadershipforum.com. The Forum staff can also be reached by
phone at 877-FORUM2012 or by email at leadershipforum@seu.edu.

On Campus

GRADUATION STATION

CAMPUS CONFERENCE
SERVICES
Even though most of our
students head home for the
summer, the campus is still full
of activity. Here’s a sampling of
some of the groups we hosted
in 2011.
• Southeastern AG Spanish
District Girls’ Ministries Powette
• Nike Athletic Camps (Girls and
Boys Soccer, Boys Basketball,
Volleyball, Softball)
• Fellowship of Christian
Cheerleaders
• Worldview Academy Camp
• Southeastern AG Spanish
District Youth Camp

/ President Ingle presents Craig Groeschel with an honorary
doctorate of humane letters during Southeastern’s May
Commencement ceremony.

Last May the Alumni Association
welcomed almost 400 new SEU
graduates at commencement. For
the first time ever, the ceremony
was held at the Lakeland Center. This
was the largest graduating class in
Southeastern’s 75-year history.
Craig Groeschel, founding and senior pastor
of Oklahoma-based LifeChurch.tv, was the
commencement speaker and received an
honorary doctorate during the ceremony.
Winter Commencement is scheduled
for December 16 at 6:30 p.m. and will be
held at Victory Church. Nancy Ortberg,
leadership consultant and founding partner
of Teamworx2, will give the Commencement
Address. In addition to having served as a
teaching pastor at Willow Creek Community
Church, Ortberg is the author of Looking
for God: An Unexpected Journey through
Tattoos, Tofu, & Pronouns and Unleashing
the Power of Rubber Bands: Lessons in NonLinear Leadership.

• Southeastern AG Spanish
District Ladies Retreat
• Apostolic Camp International
• The English and Culture
Immersion Group
• The Institute of Reading
Development Summer Reading
Program

[For more information about
utilizing Southeastern’s
facilities for a conference or
event, call 863.667.5195. ]

AG ALUMNI
DIRECTORS SUMMIT
Southeastern will be
hosting the first-ever
AG Alumni Directors
Summit on our campus
on January 26-27, 2012.
Alumni directors from
all of our sister schools
will be in Lakeland to
network and collaborate.
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MIssions

missions
week at
southeastern
university
The call of missions has become a critical topic
in the hearts and minds of the Southeastern
student body. In chapel services, in the
classroom, and in conversations with one
another, students are learning more about the
needs of the world and developing a desire
to reach the unreached people of the nations
with the love of Christ and the gospel. A total
of 32 student-led missions trips are planned to
go out this year—the most ever in the history
of Southeastern.
During Southeastern’s Missions Week this
fall, students attended special services to
hear Philip Smethurst, founder of Overland
Missions, speak on the calling of their lives
to live their faith out not only in the United
States, but in the world. At the end of the week,
there was a special Exposure night in which
each of the 32 trip leaders had a booth set up
to talk to interested students about different
opportunities they could be a part of.

/ Here is a list of the trips going out
this year. If you would like to financially
support or be part of a trip, contact
the missions program coordinator,
Michael Mutz at mrmutz@seu.edu or
at 863.667.5069.
ALASKA Work in construction and at a kid’s

camp with Native Alaskans
AMSTERDAM Work with the victims of sex

trafficking
AUSTRALIA Help in building projects and

evangelical ministry
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/ Philip Smethurst, Founder of Overland Missions

Photo Credit: Ashley Wright

BANGLADESH Train women and children in

orphanages with life skills

GUINEA Teach African youth about soccer and
share the gospel

BHUTAN Travel with the India team and
minister to the unreached in Bhutan

HAITI (FALL) Help those in trauma from the
earthquakes and hurricanes

CAMBODIA Build relationships and teach and
train students

HAITI (SPRING) Assist with home construction,

COSTA RICA Aid the local church in ministry to

orphanage ministry, food distribution, and
village outreaches

their community

HONDURAS Share the gospel and help the

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC (A) Aid a newly planted

people with construction and food distribution

local church in ministry to their community

INDIA Work with Calcutta Mercy Ministries and

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC (B) Visit orphanages

Project Rescue to help spread the gospel

and minister to the children living there

ISRAEL (FALL) Serve with Messianic Ministries

Section Name Here

Photo Credit: Zach Connell

Photo Credit: Ashley Wright

ISRAEL (SPRING) Work with children, women

Photo Credit: Ashley Wright

refugees and victims of human trafficking

NEW YORK CITY Engage in missions at the
Dream Center in New York City

JAPAN Assist in post-disaster relief efforts and
work with children

PERU Provide school and hygiene supplies to
children

UGANDA Assist in the construction of the

KENYA Serve in children’s ministry and teach

ROMANIA Teach the gospel, personal hygiene

Gospel House and preach the gospel

school classes

and life skills to the gypsy children of Romania

LOS ANGELES Engage in missions at the

RUSSIA Minister to orphans, young mothers
and the abused and the forgotten

ZAMBIA Hut-to-hut visitation with evening
crusades with the hope of setting people free
from the bondages of unbelief and paganism

slave industry of Kuala Lumpur

SCOTLAND Assist in the renovation of a
ministries building

ZIMBABWE Serve in the orphanages and
minister to the hungry

MOROCCO Share the gospel to the remote

SPAIN Share faith in an environment that is in

villages which allow safe ministry to take place

desperate need for the gospel

Dream Center in Los Angeles
MALAYSIA Minister to the women of the sex

TUNISIA Minister to the unreached Muslims

and expose students to Islamic culture and
beliefs

*RESTRICTED COUNTRY* Minister to unreached

Muslims in Africa
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Zoe’s Journey

the journey
behind
zoe’s journey
BY JONATHAN KENDALL / ’11

As a survivor of domestic violence, addiction,
and incarceration, Carol Zoffinger ‘05
understands how transformative the walk in
Christ can be.
Zoffinger was born into a Roman Catholic
family and lived in Puerto Rico for much of her
childhood. Exotic voyages and traveling island
to island on the company boat were hallmarks
of living a privileged life.
Although living in a well-to-do family had its
perks, it was in these perks that Zoffinger
became what she currently refers to as
“spoiled.” As she began nearing her teens, this
self-indulgent behavior led to a lifestyle of poor
choices.

16
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As Zoffinger advanced into her teenage years,
she confessed that drugs and an immoral
lifestyle became the markers of living a
rebellious lifestyle. She became a rebel without
a cause, a rebel whose only motive in life was
self-gratification. Life in the fast lane became a
rush so addicting that she remained enslaved
to it for nearly thirty years.
The life of quick fixes and caustic cycles
eventually left Zoffinger exhausted. “I was
tired,” she recalled. A life of immediate
gratification also led to serious repercussions,
eventually landing her in prison.
The consequences of her behavior no longer
only affected her; as she became a mother,

her choices began to negatively affect her
children. “It was my children,” she said, as she
explained the reason she began to undertake
the arduous journey to drug sobriety. “I wanted
to rid myself of the selfishness as an addict.”
It was at this time that Zoffinger hit rock
bottom and made the decision to make
some changes in her life. At 37 years old,
in a Hillsborough County, Fla., jail Zoffinger
surrendered her life to Christ.
When she made the choice to follow Christ,
her journey in life began to take on a higher
meaning. As she began to hope for the future,
she was unknowingly being prepared for a
much larger purpose in life.

Zoe’s Journey

After being released from jail in June of 2002,
Zoffinger was destitute and homeless. “I was
on probation, was pregnant with nowhere to
go—a man from the church got me into the
Salvation Army,” she explained. At this point
her oldest child was with her family and her
middle son was in the child welfare system,
placed with the paternal grandmother.
Her life was still in shambles, but she was
working on making it better. Zoffinger said,
“I focused on God and began learning how to
live again.”
One of the decisions she made at that
time was to return to school. In February
of 2003 with a one-month-old baby and
her four-year-old back in her custody, she
enrolled in Southeastern and began studying
Church Leadership and Human Services.
“Southeastern opened up their doors to me
despite all of this,” she said. “It really showed
me how Christians love people the way they
are and how they encourage them to do
better.”
Zoffinger said that the sense of community
she experienced at Southeastern and the
servant leadership that the faculty and staff
encouraged in students left an indelible mark
on her. “Southeastern taught me to serve,”
she said. “My experience at Southeastern was
awesome. It was a real eye-opener to God’s
word.”
Zoffinger’s confidence grew while she was at
Southeastern, and she graduated magna cum
laude in December 2005. “I learned to love
myself and that I was worthy of love, and my
self-esteem and confidence began to grow,”
Zoffinger said.
After graduation, she landed a job with Big
Brothers Big Sisters. “It was a miracle,” she
said, “because the Department of Juvenile
Justice doesn’t allow those with criminal
histories to work with kids.” In Zoffinger’s case,
the youth-mentoring organization made an
exception.
Out of Zoffinger’s desire to help women
in similar circumstances to those she had
experienced, she founded Zoe’s Journey
in 2009. She wanted to help women break
free from the “toxic bondage” that she once
suffered in as well.
Zoe’s Journey is a faith-based organization
that focuses on rehabilitating post-incarcerated
women by getting them off drugs, mending
family ties and helping them build job skills.

/ Southeastern Social Work students
assisted with the banquet to benefit Zoe’s
Journey. They are pictured here with Carol
Zoffinger (left) and President Ingle.
Photo Credit: Weston Marsh

Zoffinger explained that life after prison is
often difficult for former inmates and many of
these women relapse.

compelling story and because of that students
really identify with her and with what she’s
doing.”

The mission of Zoe’s Journey is to help these
women get their life on track by encouraging
them that they can turn their lives around.
Zoffinger serves as a living testimony to every
woman who goes through Zoe’s Journey that
people can change.

The Social Work Club is geared toward getting
members to actively engage the community
and serve. Earlier in the year a number of
students helped clean the grounds for the
rehabilitative housing for the program.

“There’s hope for everyone,” Zoffinger said. “If
God saved me, he’d save anybody.”
The organization has had a remarkable impact
on the community. All the programs that Zoe’s
Journey offers are used to bring each woman
to her fullest potential.
“I pray that God keeps my heart humble,” she
said. Her organization has become incredibly
successful over its short year and a half and
held its first fundraising banquet this fall.
Southeastern University President Kent Ingle
was the keynote speaker and spoke on the
unique ability that hope has in changing a life.
“Hope rolls up its sleeves and reaches out,” he
said. “Hope transforms lives.”
Zoe’s Journey has joined forces with
Southeastern University’s Social Work and SIFE
Clubs. Dr. Marleen Milner, who presides over
the Social Work Club, said, “Carol has a really

“Carol is a marvelous example of the power of
God’s grace,” said associate professor of social
work, Dr. Velmarie Albertini. “She has also
taught students to be more involved with the
local community.”
Several of the students who are enrolled
in Southeastern’s Social Work program are
currently serving as interns with Zoffinger.

[ Zoffinger is actively working to
give others what has graciously
been given to her: another
chance at life. She was recently
recognized by Girls Inc., where
she received the “She Knows
Where She’s Going Award.” ]
southeastern alumni magazine | FALL/WINTER 2011
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Inauguration

YOU ARE

INVITED!
Speakers for the event include Dr. George
O. Wood, General Superintendent of the
Assemblies of God; Dr. G. Robert Cook, Jr.,
Executive Vice President of The Alliance for the
Assemblies of God Higher Education; Dr. Don
Argue, Chancellor of Northwest University; and
Tommy Barnett, Chancellor of Southeastern
University.
For more details on the event, please
call the Office of University Advancement at
863.667.5455.
Dr. Ingle began serving as Southeastern’s
president on February 1. Before coming to
Southeastern, he served as the dean of the
College of Ministry at Northwest University in
Kirkland, Washington.

Southeastern University will hold an Installation Ceremony for Dr. Kent Ingle on Friday,
November 18, 2011, at 10 a.m. The ceremony will be held in Bush Chapel and will immediately be
followed by a luncheon on the grounds. Dr. Ingle is Southeastern University’s fifteenth president.
added, and the administration has started
to implement a comprehensive sharedgovernance model.

J.C. THAMES
1938

CYRIL E. HOMER
1955-1958

1940

1945

1950

In addition to his role at Southeastern
University, Dr. Ingle serves as a church coach/
consultant and a conference speaker. He
is passionate about investing his time with
church leadership teams, helping them
develop their unique gifts and strengths so
they can better serve their communities.
A California native, Dr. Ingle and his wife, Karen,
have three teenage children – Davis, Kaila and
Paxton. The family also has two dogs, Lexi and
Zoe. Dr. Ingle loves to cycle, run, lift weights,
play basketball and stay as active as possible.
When he has down time, you can find him
reading books on leadership or watching NBA
League Pass.

Past Presidents of
Southeastern

CARL E. CALLIHAN
1962-1965

HOWARD S. BUSH
1945-1948

1935

Dr. Ingle’s experience in the broadcasting
industry, along with his pastoral experience,
allows him to bring a rare blend of depth,
humor and practical insight to every audience.
He makes the Bible come alive with uplifting
messages that are relevant, practical and
anything but boring!

An ordained Assemblies of God minister
since 1988, Dr. Ingle earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in broadcast journalism from
Vanguard University of Southern California
and later completed his Master of Theological
Studies at Vanguard. He received his Doctor of

Under his direction, the university has already
made tremendous strides. Southeastern
graduated its largest class in school history
in May 2011 with 399 graduates, several
key leadership positions have been filled or
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Dr. Ingle has served as Presbyter of the Central
Coast Section of the Southern California
Assemblies of God, as well as on the board of
several Assemblies of God and para-church
organizations.

Dr. Ingle’s professional ministry experience
included eight years as a college professor
and 15 years of pastoral leadership to two
congregations – one in Los Angeles and the
other in Chicago. His pastoral focus was to
lead turnaround churches. He loved helping
people discover their unique, God-given design
which they then used to make a significant
contribution to a Christ-centered missional
ministry in the surrounding community.
Prior to entering professional ministry, Dr. Ingle
spent 10 years as a television sports anchor for
NBC and CBS. He started as an anchor at the
age of 18 in Bakersfield, California, and finished
his career in Los Angeles. He covered many
professional sports teams and interviewed
hundreds of notable people in the professional
sports world, including Michael Jordan, Magic
Johnson, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Pete Rose,
Muhammad Ali and Carl Lewis.

The Southeastern community is excited
as Dr. Ingle’s tenure begins. He has a heart
for students, is passionate about educating
and preparing students for Christ-centered
leadership and service, and the SEU faculty
and staff are excited about the university’s
continued academic and spiritual growth
under his leadership.

GUY SHIELDS
1935-1936

Ministry degree from the Assemblies of God
Theological Seminary in Springfield, Missouri.

1955

1960

JAMES D. BROWN
1968-1970

1965

1970

1975

1980

1985

ANDREW E. SPENCE JR. CYRIL E. HOMER
1958-1962
1970-1979
ARTHUR H. GRAVES
1948-1955
ARTHUR H. GRAVES
JAMES L. HENNESY
1965-1968
1980-1998
MARVIN L. SMITH
1938-1945

1990

1995

2000

2005

S. CLYDE BAILEY
1936-1938
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MARK RUTLAND
1999-2009

2010
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a special
interview
with

kent ingle
SEU’S 15TH PRESIDENT

Priya Arul, Director of Alumni Relations, and Dana Davis,
Director of Communications for University Advancement, sat
down with Dr. Kent Ingle for a 20 Questions-style interview to
help readers of Southeastern get to know him better.

>
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Q&A

Photo Credit: Ashley Wright

Q. T
 ELL US A LITTLE BIT ABOUT YOURSELF.
WHERE DID YOU GROW UP?

A. I was born in Kansas City, Missouri. My
father was a district manager for American
Stores, so we actually moved around quite
a bit when I was young; we lived in Kansas,
Missouri, Illinois, Colorado and finally,
California. I consider California my “home.”
That’s where my life was really shaped and
took on significance.
Q. W
 ERE YOU RAISED IN THE ASSEMBLIES OF
GOD FELLOWSHIP?

A. Yes. My family always attended the local
AG church. Living in different communities,
I was able to experience a variety of
churches – from smaller fellowships to large
mega churches.
Q. W
 HO WAS ESPECIALLY INFLUENTIAL IN
YOUR LIFE?

A. I was fortunate to have a number of people
invest in my life. One person who stands out
in particular is Pastor Fred Cottriel. When I
was 15, Pastor Cottriel, who was the pastor of
Bakersfield First Assembly of God, came up
to me and told me, “I can see God’s hand on
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your life, and I think He is going to use you
in a pretty significant way some day.” Pastor
Cottriel offered to mentor me; he took me
with him to meetings, visits to the hospital,
and district councils. He even taught me how
to create sermons.
My grandmother was also a tremendous
influence. She always had a scripture for me
or words of encouragement on a weekly
basis.
Q. Y
 OU HAVE HAD QUITE A VARIED CAREER;
HOW DID YOU GET INTO THE BROADCAST
FIELD?

A. Throughout high school, I enjoyed
communications and ministry. After I
graduated from high school, I started
attending a local community college.
Because of my involvement in the ministry,
I was used to being in front of people and
giving speeches. One of my professors, who
realized I wasn’t fearful of public speaking,
told me that she could help me get an intern
position at one of the local TV stations. It
was through that internship that I learned
how to write, how to produce and how to
edit. Three months into my internship, I was

hired as a full-time sports anchor for the
evening newscasts. I was able to complete
my bachelor’s degree in Communications
from Vanguard University in California.
Q. W
 HAT LED YOUR CAREER FROM
BROADCASTING TO MINISTRY?

A. I always felt God wanted me to be involved
in some capacity of ministry. Tragedy struck
my family – my father had a massive heart
attack and died, and three years later my
only sister and her husband were killed by
a drunk driver. It was through that difficult
time in my life that I sensed God wanted me
to make a career change and get involved
in vocational ministry. I took a pastorate in
Thousand Oaks, California. Going into it, I
knew I didn’t have the necessary education.
I had a degree in communications, which
was helpful, but I went back to Vanguard
because they had just created a master’s in
Theological Studies. I wanted to continue to
learn and grow, and I eventually went on to
get my Doctor of Ministry degree from the
Assemblies of God Theological Seminary in
Springfield as well.

Q&A

Q. H
 OW DID YOU TRANSITION FROM MINISTRY
TO EDUCATION?

A. While I was pastoring in Chicago, Don
Argue, president of Northwest University,
approached me about serving as the Dean
of the College of Ministry at Northwest. He
wanted to change the program and make
it more relevant. He felt I had the right gift
mix and would be a good fit for the position.
Higher education was never on the radar in
terms of a vocational career, even though I
had taught a number of adjunct courses at
Vanguard University. It was a major decision
in my life.
Q. D
 ESCRIBE A SIGNIFICANT DAY IN HIGHER
EDUCATION FOR YOU.

A. Any day in the classroom – when I get to
encourage and pour into the life of a student
– is a great day. I love to see those “a-ha!”
moments happen. Graduation day is also
significant. It’s wonderful to see the students
you have encouraged and challenged in
the way God has wired them receive their
degrees.
Q. IF A YOUNG PERSON ASKED YOU TODAY
ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF THE LIBERAL
ARTS IN HIGHER EDUCATION, HOW WOULD
YOU RESPOND?

A. We need to see education as a Christian
calling – an education that cultivates the
creative and active integration of faith,
learning, and life. A Christian liberal
arts education should open one to truth
wherever it may be found, truth that is
ultimately unified in and derived from God.
A university like Southeastern embodies
that philosophy.
Q. W
 HAT DO YOU SEE AS FOUNDATIONAL
PRINCIPLES FOR SOUTHEASTERN MOVING
FORWARD?

A. Southeastern University, with its culture and
learning, must be penetrated with Christian
perspectives, if Jesus Christ is to be Lord of
all. SEU needs to be a learning community
that creates spiritual vitality by focusing
on spiritual formation, integrity, a moral
value system, holiness, sanctification and
righteous living. It needs to be a place that
strives for academic excellence – setting the
highest standard for knowledge acquisition.
Our university community must always

be empowered to serve human need, the
very heart of Christ. May we always be
committed to the students God is sending
our way – creating and developing Christcentered transformational leaders by
maximizing and unleashing their divine
design.
Q. T
 HERE HAS BEEN A LOT OF TALK ABOUT
SHARED GOVERNANCE. EXACTLY WHAT
DOES THAT MEAN AND WHAT DO YOU
ENVISION THAT LOOKING LIKE ON OUR
CAMPUS?

A. Shared governance is a system that allows
the community’s various spheres – the
board, administration, faculty, staff and
students – to work together to create an
excellent university. It authorizes each
sphere to make appropriate decisions in
the areas for which they are responsible. It
doesn’t mean that everyone gets their way,
but it does provide the opportunity for each
sphere to have a voice at the table and have
input in the governance of the university.
Q. W
 HAT ATTRIBUTES WERE YOU LOOKING
FOR IN THE MEMBERS OF YOUR
LEADERSHIP TEAM?

A. First and foremost, I wanted to put together
a team of individuals who could fulfill the
mission of the university. Secondly, I focused
on divine design – calling, gift mix, passion,
and experiences. I want a team that fits
together, loves doing life together, and is
built on trust and transparency.
Q. H
 OW DO YOU PLAN TO USE YOUR
LEADERSHIP POSITION AT THE
UNIVERSITY TO IMPACT THE COMMUNITY
AT LARGE?

A. The president embodies the university
to every constituent. Wherever I go, I
want to make a difference. I would like
the community of Lakeland to know
Southeastern is here to partner with them
– that we see the needs of our community
and that we care enough to become
engaged to meet those needs.
Q. H
 OW WOULD YOU SUM UP YOUR
PHILOSOPHY?

A. I like the motto, “Your potential is my
mission.” This is true on so many levels

– in the lives of individuals as well as in
organizations. We need to envision what
something can become. At Southeastern,
I am here for the students. I want to help
each one of them discover what I like to
call their divine design. I see our purpose as
helping them to maximize and unleash the
dream God has ordained for their lives.
Q. T
 HOSE IN THE SEU COMMUNITY WANT TO
GET TO KNOW YOU WELL. TELL US ONE
THING ABOUT YOURSELF THAT ISN’T
GENERALLY KNOWN OR THAT ONLY THOSE
CLOSEST TO YOU KNOW.

A. I love to cycle. In fact, I taught three to
four spinning classes a week while living in
Seattle.
Q. T
 ELL US A LITTLE BIT ABOUT YOUR
FAMILY.

A. I met my wife Karen when we were
students at Vanguard University. We have
been married for 26 years. We have three
children – Davis (17), Kaila (17) and Paxton
(15) – all adopted from Romania, where my
wife’s grandparents are from.

What message do
you want to convey
to our alumni?
[A] I want our alumni to know

that this is their school. They
are Southeastern and they
embody this place. We value
our alumni and appreciate
them. We are here for them
and want to be accessible
to them. We want them to
partner with us in carrying
on the mission of this
wonderful university.
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2011 GENERAL COUNCIL
[ Members of the leadership team along with a number of employees from the Admissions Office
and the Office for University Advancement attended the 2011 General Council of the Assemblies of
God in Phoenix, Ariz., in early August. The booths sported the FIRE colors of red and black and President
Kent Ingle and members of the team enjoyed meeting with alumni and prospective students. ]
On Wednesday, August 3, the university hosted an ice-cream sundae reception for alumni, family and friends in one of the grand ballrooms in the Phoenix
Convention Center. The reception provided the opportunity for alumni to meet with Southeastern’s new president and a number of new administrators.
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david grant in
india
BY KELLY WOOD / ‘11

Alumnus and
co-founder of
Project Rescue
in India, David
Grant ’68 and
his wife Beth
recently came
and spent a
week on the
Southeastern
University
campus. During
their time here,
David and Beth
both spoke
into the lives
of students
and informed
the campus
about their life’s
ministry and
time spent in the
Red Light District
of India.

During Missions Week students set up booths to
highlight upcoming missions trips. This year a team
of students will travel to India to work with Calcutta
Mercy Ministries and Project Rescue.

David Grant attended Southeastern,
then called Southeastern Bible
College, from 1964 until 1968 and
graduated with a focus in Bible
and Missions. During his time as
a student at Southeastern, David
already knew that God had called
him to serve in India.
“At age 22 I was going to classes,
preaching four times a week, and
anxiously waiting to graduate and
get to India,” said David.

Although David was ready to get
to India, he is grateful for his time
spent learning and growing as a
student at Southeastern.
“There was such a powerful
missions focus on this campus
when I attended,” said David.
“It was such a blessing to be
surrounded by faculty and
numerous colleagues who were
focused on missions as well.”

David specifically remembers a
certain Associate Professor of
Missions named Ruth Breusche.
Breusche was from a spoonmakers’ family in India and she
was a great source of influence
in encouraging her students at
Southeastern to embrace their
callings. “I was powerfully impacted
by her,” said David. >

>
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David Grant
DAVID GRANT ‘68
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David and Beth met at a district youth camp
where David was the speaker and Beth and
her husband, Brian Shaffer, led worship. By
the time the camp was over, David and Brian
had become great friends. Six weeks after
the youth camp, Brian tragically died. David
was back in India when he heard about Brian’s
sudden death. After receiving the news, he
called Beth to express his condolences and a
genuine friendship formed.

for their lives. Beth wasn’t as sure however,
and David left that night with the promise to
stay in touch and return in six months for her
answer.

organization went into the red-light district
of Mumbai with the hope of reaching victims
that have been enslaved by drugs, gangs, and
prostitution.

While in India, David wrote Beth every day
and, as they agreed, Beth did not respond.
Six months later, he came back from India for
Beth’s answer. She said yes and nine weeks
later, they were married. After being married
for a week, Beth returned to India with David.

At the age of 17, David made a commitment
to God that every dollar and every day was
to be spent in ministry and he would not get
married until he was 30 years old. One day,
at the age of 31, a year after David and Beth’s
first phone conversation, David was praying
when he came to believe that Beth was to
be his wife. Hours before leaving to return
to India, David sat down with Beth for lunch
and told her what he believed to be God’s will

India has been the heart and focus of their
ministry for the past 34 years. Before the
founding of Project Rescue in 1997, David
worked to spread the gospel to the people
of India. Thousands of churches and several
colleges throughout the nation have been the
result of David’s passion and service. Project
Rescue of India began when the Grants and
members of the Bombay Teen Challenge

As David and Beth share their faith overseas,
it has become their mission to see victims of
sex trafficking rescued and restored in India
and around the world. Their book, Beyond
the Soiled Curtain, vividly captures the lives of
the women and children that are so tragically
destroyed by the profitable business of sex
trafficking and slavery.
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With the help of the Grants, Bombay Teen
Challenge and the Assemblies of GodSouthern Asia, a safe house called Home of
Hope was born. Home of Hope is a revitalizing
shelter where rescued women and children
sleep, eat, learn, live and “childhood innocence
is restored.”

David Grant

“

There is a spiritual fire here that
must be tended well...

Photo Credit: Zach Connell

Many of the women that work in the district
have given their children to Project Rescue in
the hope that their children will be saved from
the way of life that surrounds them. These
children come and live in one of the Homes
of Hope where they are given the resources
to know Jesus Christ and live a life free of the
brothels.
Since the first days of ministry in 1997, over
1,000 young women have escaped and found
a new life in the love of Jesus Christ. Homes
of Hope can now be found in 44 countries of
Eurasia.
“Beth and I dream of mobilizing resources to
rescue millions of girls around the world,” said
David.
David and Beth have two daughters, Rebecca
and Jennifer, both who share their parents’

passion to minister to victims of places like
the red-light district. Rebecca has worked with
Recuse Arts, a ministry that uses the creative
arts to help survivors of sex trafficking and
exploitation heal. Rebecca and her husband,
Tyler, are also working with Chi Alpha Campus
Ministries. Jennifer is married and serving as
a nurse at St. John’s Mercy Villa Hospital in
Springfield, Mo.
The Grants are grateful for the opportunity
they had to share their passions and efforts
with the current students of Southeastern
University. While they were here, Beth taught
several sessions with the Master of Arts in
Ministerial Leadership executive program. In
2009, Beth became the first woman elected
to the Executive Presbytery of the Assemblies
of God. Beth’s passion and calling is that of a
teacher. She has served and taught at several

colleges and seminaries in India, Europe, South
Africa, and the United States. Beth even served
as an adjunct professor of Southeastern from
1988 to 1992 and was pleased to come back
and teach on the campus again.
David and Beth really enjoyed their week spent
at Southeastern.
“The campus is physically beautiful and the
student body is exciting,” said David on the
last day of his visit. David encourages other
alumni to engage themselves in the university
and the current students with “involvement,
investment, and intercession.”
“There is a spiritual fire here that must be
tended well,” said David.
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Alumni News

HOMECOMING
REUNION FEBRUARY 3 & 4, 2012
Mark your calendars now for the Alumni Homecoming Reunion, February 3 and 4, 2012, and make plans to bring your family
back to Southeastern. There will be lots of opportunities to reconnect with your former classmates and professors. And, if you
haven’t been back to the campus in a while, we think you are going to like what you see. Here is a sneak peak of a few of the
highlights we have planned for the weekend:
FRIDAY
CAMPUS TOURS

If you have not been on campus in the last 10 years,
you definitely will want to see what’s new. Tours are
available upon request.
11AM – 2PM Club Rush

An event hosted by our Student Government
Association within the Student Body Leadership
Council, where you will be exposed to all the
ministries, businesses, and charity organizations
on our campus and from our Lakeland community
giving our current students more opportunities to
get involved and serve.
2:00PM Alumni Games

Men’s Soccer, Women’s Volleyball and Women’s
Tennis
5:30PM – 8:30PM Celebration Banquet

Special dinner for alumni and their guests followed
by a music concert by former members of “New
Heights,” a Southeastern band from the ‘90s, and
award presentation for alumni. A special event,
including dinner, games and movies, will be planned
for children aged 3-12 during the banquet.
8:30PM Homecoming Parade and Bonfire

SATURDAY

the early 90s

All alumni from the classes of 1990 – 1996 are
encouraged to come. The reunion will be followed
by a luncheon and a brief tour, for those who are
interested, of Lakeland’s new town center, Lakeside
Village.
11:30AM – 1:00PM Class of 1972

The 40-year reunion will meet for a celebration.
11:30AM – 1:00PM Gold Club Luncheon

The class of 1962 will celebrate their 50-year
reunion in the President’s Dining Room.
12:00 – 1:00PM Class of 1987 Reunion

/C
 LASS OF THE 1980S

Alumni from the
1980s are planning
a special reunion
on Southeastern’s
campus on July 13
and 14, 2012. More
details to follow.

Join the 25-year reunion celebration.
2:00PM – 3:00PM Student Leaders Reunion

A great opportunity for former Resident Directors
(RDs), Resident Advisors (RAs) and student leaders
to meet with one another and connect with our
current student leaders.
2:30PM – 4:00PM Graduate Class Reunions

Special reunions for our alumni who have received
their master’s degrees from Southeastern.
4:30PM – 6:30 Tailgating Party

All alumni and their families are invited to the
cookout for a time of fun, music, and food.
7:00PM Homecoming

Men’s Basketball Game vs. Florida Memorial

PHOTO CONTEST

Do you have any great pictures from
your Southeastern days? Participate
in the photo contest on our website
(www.seu.edu) and on our Southeastern
University alumni Facebook page. We
are looking for pictures that capture the
era of your time at Southeastern. Please
feel free to submit as many as you
would like. Prizes will be awarded for the
best photos; they can be memorable or
funny. Prizes include tickets to Universal
Studios and Disney World.

7:00AM Alumni Golf Tournament

Cleveland Heights Golf Club
9:00AM – 10:00AM Young Professional Network

All alumni from the classes of 1998–2010 are
encouraged to join us for a hot breakfast and
conversation.
9:30AM – 11:00AM Reunions for the Class of 1982
and 2002
10:00AM – 3:30PM Reunion for the Class of
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REGISTRATION
The registration fee for Homecoming is $45 per person and includes entrance to all of the
class reunions, all of the games, the Friday evening banquet, the Saturday evening tailgating
party, and two additional meals of your choice in Southeastern’s Tuscana Ristorante. Look
for your invitation in the mail soon. In the meanwhile, please feel free to contact Priya Arul,
Alumni Relations Director, at 863.667.5400 or jfarul@seu.edu.

Alumni News

SEU DIPLOMAS

CRUSADER BASKETBALL
TEAM, 1971

Did you graduate from Southeastern before it was Southeastern
University? Or, maybe you have lost or damaged your diploma? If so,
the Registrar’s Office can easily issue a replacement diploma.
There is normally a $50 replacement
diploma fee; however, when you make
a gift to Southeastern University in the
amount of $100 or more, the fee will
be waived through December 31, 2011.
Contact Priya Arul, the Alumni Relations
Director, at 863.667.5400 or jfarul@seu.
edu for more details.

PASTORAL SCHOLARSHIPS
If you are in the ministry, Southeastern has a number of scholarship opportunities that
you might be interested in for you or members of your family. There are scholarship
opportunities for both undergraduate and graduate degree programs.
SOUTHEASTERN BIBLE
COLLEGE, 1959

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD TUITION CREDIT

A 15% to 50% reduction in undergraduate tuition. Based on need.
CRITERIA: A/G minister, spouse or dependent
A/G chaplain, spouse or dependent
Full-time administrator at an A/G Christian school (K-12), spouse or
dependent
PASTORS DEPENDENT SCHOLARSHIP

A 15% to 50% reduction in undergraduate tuition. Based on need.
Dependent children of a licensed or ordained minister who works full-time for a church
can qualify for this scholarship. Must provide necessary documentation and letter
from church board to qualify. Full-time SEU undergraduate enrollment is required.
Scholarship waiver form available by contacting Student Financial Services.
PASTORS DEGREE COMPLETION SCHOLARSHIP
JUNIORS
IN SESSION,
1947

Southeastern is offering a 10% discount for ministers to finish their bachelor’s degree
either in an SEU online or evening/weekend program.
CRITERIA: Must be a licensed or ordained minister
Must be working full-time for a church
CHURCH MATCHING SCHOLARSHIP

Pastors who are interested in pursuing a graduate degree at Southeastern University
can take advantage of this scholarship. Southeastern will match, up to $2,000, a
church’s contribution toward its pastor’s graduate degree. The requirement is that you
must be a full-time licensed or ordained minister. You must be accepted and enroll fulltime into an SEU graduate program.
• Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is required to be eligible for any
financial aid.
• Full-time consecutive enrollment is required to remain eligible for scholarship.
• Scholarship is eligible for up to eight consecutive semesters.
LAST CLASS TO START
AT NEW BROCKTON,
1940

[ For more information or questions about these scholarships, please

contact Student Financial Services at sfs@seu.edu or 863.667.5018. ]
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Keep Southeastern University In Your
Pocket!
Take us with you. Download our free mobile app.
Our app keeps you up to date with all things
Southeastern and gives you humorous real world
tips on everything from engagement rings to
retirement.

scan this with your smartphone
visit mycribsheet.com/seu
or search an app store for
“SEU Alumni Crib Sheet”
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Alumni News

RETRO IN THE METRO
Stan Owen ’77
and Vickie (Kendall)
Owen ’75.

<

Ken Kelso,
‘74 and Linda
(Chastain) Kelso,
attended in
’74 & graduated
in ‘08.

<
Friends (left to right) Renee (Vickers)
Sofge, Denise (Sands) Roberts and Bonnie
(Schwend) Follis from the class of 1974.

<

Jim Wellborn ’74. He is now serving as
the AG Ambassador in Mission Liaison.

Alumni from Southeastern Bible College
in the 1970s met this summer in Atlanta,
Ga., for a reunion. The reunion kicked off
on the evening of Friday, June 24, with a
dessert reception. On Saturday, reunion
activities were held at Calvary Assembly
of God in Dunwoody, Ga.
Several singing groups from the 70s,
such as the Southeasterners and the
New Southeasterners, were reunited
and sang for the event, and a number of
choir members also got together to sing.

There were also several skits performed
that included some parody on old songs.

/ MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!

On Sunday morning, the group met in
the courtyard of the hotel for a devotion
presented by Doug “Free” Hammond ‘77.

Friday, June 22 – Sunday, June 24
Atlanta, Georgia

“We laughed, cried, and were touched
by God’s presence,” said Gloria (Parker)
Batten ‘75, one of the organizers of the
reunion. “It was wonderful.” Sharon
(Hooper) Williams ‘75 and Renee
(Vickers) Sofge ‘75 were also on the
reunion planning committee.

SEBC the 1970s 2nd Annual Reunion

If you attended Southeastern Bible College in the 1970s,
this reunion is for you! It is open to all graduates and
students who attended during that time period.
For more details, email:
Gloria Parker Batten gloria.batten @aronov.com
Sharon Hooper Williams sharonwillyums@yahoo.com
Renee Vickers Sofge reneesofge@bellsouth.net
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Faculty Feats

FACULTYFEATS

>

DR.
PETER
F.
ALTHOUSE,
associate professor of theology,
has been appointed to a researchgrant committee of the Illinois-based
Association for the Sociology of
Religion (ASR).
“I am happy to serve both
Southeastern University
and the Association for
the Sociology of Religion,”
said Althouse. “This
is an opportunity for
Southeastern to receive
greater exposure among
the scholarly community.”
DR. PETER F. ALTHOUSE

The association is an international
group of more than 700 scholars
who seek to advance theory
and research in the sociology of
religion. Althouse serves on the
organization’s Fichter Research
Grant committee, which over
the summer awarded a total of
$24,000 to scholars who are
involved in promising research.
A Canada native, Althouse has
been a Southeastern
faculty member since
2007. He emphasizes
research-based
teaching, a teaching
ethic that has benefited
both his undergraduate
and graduate students.

DR. ROBERT CROSBY ‘80, professor
of religion, wrote a tribute article
for Christianity Today magazine on
the late David Wilkerson, founder
of Teen Challenge and founding
pastor of Times Square Church
in New York City. In the article,
Crosby discusses the influence
of Wilkerson on evangelical and
Pentecostal Christians. The article
was reprinted in the July editions
of the Pentecostal Evangel and the
Church of God Evangel. It can also be
found on Christianity Today’s website.
Crosby has also been writing a column
and blog for Patheos.com called
“Catch the Current.” Patheos.com
is a website that engages in global
dialogue about religion. The column
can be found at www.patheos.com/
community/robertcrosby.
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Assistant
Professor
of
DAVE
Communication
DEBORDE led a two-week film
camp this summer in St. Petersburg,
Fla. The camp was presented by the
Sunscreen Film Festival Film School
and consisted of teens that wrote, shot
and edited several films with the help
of DeBorde and the camp staff. The
camp’s mission is to mold and teach
young filmmakers the fundamentals
and skills of cinematography.

>

Dr. Gregory Parker of Chowan
University, several freelance
musicians, and some of
Hulin’s former students.

Professor of Public Policy DR.
STEPHEN KING co-authored several
works which were scheduled for
submission in the fall. His work, “The
Major Field Test of Master of Public
Administration Students: Evaluating the
Core Competencies,” was submitted to
the Journal of Public Administration
Education and “Governing the Hybrid
Organization: NAMUNDO v. Holder
(2009) and Public Oversight of QuasiGovernment” was submitted to Public
Integrity.

DR. STEVEN M. FETTKE, professor
of religion, has authored a book on the
principles of lay ministry and the laity.
The book is titled God’s Empowered
People: A Pentecostal Theology of
the Laity and shows how the local
church can welcome all in Christ’s
name into a community of the
Spirit in which people are loved
and respected for who they are.

King also co-authored “Judicial
Independence and Budget Battles
in the States: A Comparative Model
of State Constitution Projections
of Judicial Salaries,” which he
presented at the Annual Conference
of the American Political Science
Association in Seattle, Wash., in early
September.

Fettke was also awarded the Delta
Alpha Distinguished Educator Award
by The Alliance for Assemblies
of God Higher Education during the
General Council of 2009.

GARDINER, associate
professor of cello, and ANNABELLE
GARDINER,
assistant

RONALD

professor of violin, have
performed in numerous
classical music ensembles
around Central Florida. Ronald
serves as the principal cellist
and Annabelle as the assistant
concertmaster of the Orlando
Philharmonic Orchestra.

In mid-July, DR. CHARLES HULIN,
assistant
professor
of
music,
coordinated the 14th Annual Lasker
Summer Music Festival in Lasker,
N.C. The festival was a Christian
retreat for classical musicians and
included concerts performed by Dr.
Joshua Russell of Bradley University,

>

DR. LINDA LINZEY, associate
professor of English, presented a
paper entitled “The Narrative Power
of Biblical Allusions in Donne’s
Love Elegies” at a conference
in York, England, called The
Bible in the Seventeenth
Century: The Authorised
Version Quatercentenary.

The conference was timed
to coincide with the 400th
anniversary of the 1611 King
James Bible. It consisted of a range of
scholars assessing
the significance of
the scriptures to
cultural, political,
theological,
and
philosophical
history throughout
the seventeenth
century.

>

Faculty Feats

[ Assistant Professor of
Communication Barbara Nixon
was one of 150 people chosen
to blog about the last Endeavor
space shuttle launch live from the
Kennedy Space Center. ]
BARBARA NIXON was one
of the 4,100 Twitter users who
applied to participate in this
NASA event called a “Tweetup.”
Nixon watched from a press
tent three miles from the
launch pad as the shuttle
took off into space and proceeded
to blog live to her followers on the
social media website—Twitter. The
opportunity also included a behindthe-scene tour of the shuttle facilities
and other parts of the space center.

Associate Professor of Biology
DR. BRITTANY MCCONCHIE

and Associate Professor of
SHEAREN
Mathematics
FREDERE worked at a Circle J
camp this summer. The camp
is a three-week-long inner-city
outreach for children hosted by
Victory Church of Lakeland, Fla.

MARTIN
RATCLIFFE,
assistant professor of education,
co-authored a book that was
published this summer. The
book is titled Schools that Make
the Grade: What Successful
Schools Do to Improve Student
Achievement. The book is a result
of many years of work on a
dissertation that developed into
a book. The book consists of a
number of authors that contributed
to select chapters, including faculty
from Southeastern’s very own College
of Education.
DR.

>

>

FREDRIC ROHM, assistant professor of
management, had a very rewarding
summer. This summer Rohm presented
the paper “Servant Leadership
Development
Effectiveness
at
Southeastern University” at the 2011
Annual Roundtables of Leadership
Research and Practice at
Regent
University.
The
research paper proposes a
means to evaluate the
effectiveness of Southeastern
University’s efforts to instill
servant leadership ideals into
its students and is awaiting
publication proceedings.

Dean of Library
Services and Professor
of Library Services
and English GRACE
VEACH had a feature
article published in the
KB Journal’s summer
issue. The article was
entitled “Divination and
Mysticism as Rhetoric
in the Choral Space.”
Veach also presented
at the Association of
Christian Librarians
Conference and to the
librarians and English
faculty at Palm Beach
Atlantic University.

Rohm also presented “Integrating
BAM into the Business School
Curriculum” at the 2011 Christian
Business Faculty Association (CBFA)
Conference in June. The paper offers
a curriculum for Southeastern
University and other Christian colleges
to teach Business as Mission
(BAM) and will be published
in the Journal of Biblical
Integration in Business in
February of 2012.

Associate
Professor
of
Music DR. JOHN SEYBERT
presented his research
at the 2011 Biannual Symposium
for the Society for Music Teacher
Education: “Intersections of Practice,
Research, and Policy” on the campus
of the University of North Carolina in
Greensboro on September 17, 2011.
The best practices presentation
entitled: “Informal Music Learning:
Methods to Reach Non-Traditional
Music Students” was based on a
school collaboration that Seybert
and Beth Cummings, arts
supervisor for Polk County
Schools,
designed
and
implemented at Lake Region High
School, Eagle Lake, Fla.

DAVID L. SMITH, assistant
professor of English, is the author of a
research article published in Victorian
Literature and Culture, a journal
sponsored by Cambridge University. The
article is titled “Securing the Englishman’s
Castle: Situational Crime Prevention in
the Nineteenth Century” and was
published in the journal this September.
The article is part of a book that Smith is
currently working on about burglary and
crime prevention in nineteenth-century
literature and culture.

DR.

>

Smith also had his article, “The Jamesian
Oedipus and the Freudian
Moses: Image, Word, and
the Later Style in The
Ambassadors,” accepted
for publication in a refereed
journal, Studies in the
Novel.
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CLASSNOTES
BARBARA (ULRICH) DICKENS ‘74 and
her husband, David, recently celebrated
their 35th wedding anniversary.

adjunct at Southeastern University for the
College of Education.

TIM HARRIS ‘75 is the owner of a real

estate sign installation service – Sign
Postman, LLC. He was elected to the
District 7 seat on the School Board of
Polk County (Florida) in 2006 and was
re-elected in 2010. He has been involved
in teaching for 31 years. He is a member
of The MIDFLORIDA Credit Union Board
of Directors and is also a former member
of the Lakeland Regional Medical Center
Board of Trustees. He is married to LINDA
(CIESIENSKY) HARRIS ‘78.

MIKE MULVANEY ‘75 & ‘08
has taught music to middle and
elementary school students since
graduating
from
Southeastern
University. His wife Kathy is a licensed
marriage and family therapist. They
have five adult children and three
grandchildren.

JAN (CRUCE) DEKLAVON ‘80 earned

a Master of Arts in Theological Studies
in 2006 from Southern Seminary. She
currently lives in Louisville, Ky., with
her husband Dave. After 28 years of
teaching, she is
now involved in
mentoring young
women at Boyce
College. Also, she
and her husband
participate
in
college ministry.

MIKE FISHER ‘81 works as the associate

music director at Calvary Temple in
Indianapolis, Ind. He has been on the staff
at Calvary for over 20 years. He oversees
the musicians and works with the media
department. He was ordained in 2010 and
previously held a specialized license. Mike
and his wife Stacey have four children:
Roland, Michaela, Reece and Elise. Check
out his music at: www.soundclick.com/
mikefisher.

ROBERT

as one of the finalists for this year’s
Innovative Principal of the Year Award
by the Florida Council of Instructional
Technology Leaders. She is currently the
principal at Lawton Chiles Middle Academy
in Lakeland, Fla.

Apostolic
Pentecostal
faith-based
organization in 2006 called the
Global Alliance of Affirming Apostolic
Pentecostals (GAAAP) that reaches and
lifts
marginalized
people.
The organization is currently
located on three continents and
publishes a monthly newsletter
called The Bridge. He has
been consecrated as presiding
bishop at the ONE Conference
in Atlanta, Ga. He and his sons,
Preston and Gentry, attend
Calvary Tabernacle UPC in
Tampa, Fla. Robert has also
worked with Southwest Airlines
for 17 years.

Paul, for 33 years. Patti works as a
third grade teacher, and Paul works
at the state attorney’s office. She
also volunteers as a food ministry
volunteer and at the Ronald McDonald
house. They have three children:
Sara, Alyssa and Russ along with two
granddaughters.
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MORGAN

‘83 founded an

SHARON NEUMAN ‘76 was selected

PATTI (CRUMPACKER) CLENDENIN
‘78 has been married to her husband,
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80’S

>

KEN KELSO ‘74 is now teaching as an

GARLAND CURTIS ‘78 is a teacher and
currently enrolled at Oakland University in
Rochester Hills, Mich.

>

>

70’S >

DILLON ‘83 was elected
superintendent of the Appalachian
District of the Assemblies of God after 13
years serving as the executive secretary
treasurer. He is also the president of the
Association of Assemblies of God District
Schools of Ministry, a national ministry
training network comprising 26 districts of
the denomination.

DAVID

MICHAEL AARON RUDE ‘83 continued

his education at the University of Montana
School of Law and earned a Juris
Doctorate in 1988. Since that time he has
been in private practice. He lives in Tucson,
Az., with his wife and their 21-year-old son.
ED DAY ‘84 and his wife Cyndi have
begun an evangelistic preaching and
teaching ministry.

FRANK LOPEZ ‘84 currently works
with the NBA/WNBA/D-League’s CARES
Program as a director for camps and
clinics. The program is committed to
creating programs that improve the
quality of life for all people, with a special

Class Notes

>

with the NBA/WNBA/D-League’s
CARES Program as a director for
camps and clinics. ]
focus on education and youth basketball
development. Frank also teaches at
Southwest Middle School in Lakeland, Fla.,
as a PE paraprofessional and is also the
assistant coach of basketball at Lakeland
Christian School. He has three children:
Christopher (who is majoring in Theology/
Cross Cultural Studies); Mackenzie, a third
grader; and Madelynn, who is entering the
first grade.

GERALD “JERRY” ASPINWALL ’88

worked as a counselor for the Tennessee
Department of Corrections until he retired
and moved to Arkansas. He is now leading
a “Lifeline Connection” ministry. Developed
by Teen Challenge, Lifeline is a nonresidential support group for people with
life-controlling problems.

90’S >

BRYON BUTLER ‘90 served as a church

planter and relief and development worker
with the Christian and Missionary Alliance
in Argentina for 10 years. Along with
pastoring the International Bible Church,
Bryon and his family recently moved to
Quito, Ecuador, where he serves as the
Latin American Regional Consultant for
CAMA Services, a worldwide relief and
development organization. Bryon has
been married to Christine since 1995 and
they have three children: Elizabeth Anne
(13), Emily Grace (12) and Andres David (9).

>

BREWSTER ‘88 is currently
the executive director of the Ministerial
Association Temporary Shelter in
Tennessee.

GARY

as a hull maintenance technician. He
also worked in emergency management
and disaster preparedness for the
Naval Weapons Station. After retiring in
May of 2011, he instituted a community
emergency response team (CERT) at
his church, Faith Assembly of God in
Summerville, S.C. He and his wife Darlene
are ready for whatever God has for them
next.

WILLIAM BEASLEY ’90 enlisted in the
United States Navy. He achieved rank of
Chief Petty Officer and served 20 years

>

[ F rank Lopez ‘84 currently works

MIKE GARDNER ‘91 served as an
Assemblies of God missionary in Angola,
specializing in children’s ministries
development. Mike now lives in Namibia,
with his wife Kim and their daughter
Breanna. KIM (MORRISON) attended
Southeastern from 1990-91.

KENNEDY MKUTU ‘91 lives with his
wife, Tessa, and their two sons, Timothy
and Daniel, in Nairobi. He is an associate
professor in International Relations in
United States International University in
Nairobi. He recently launched a seminar
series on Crime Prevention in Kenya,
funded by Open Society Foundation,
which involves the government, police,
civil society, faith-based organizations and
academics. He is the author of “Guns and
Governance: Pastoralist Conflict and Small
Arms in the Rift Valley” and several other
articles. He graduated with a Ph.D. in 2005.

/ Alum Joins Los Angeles Dodgers
A former student and baseball player of
Southeastern, DEE GORDON, has become
the first Southeastern University baseball
player to reach the major leagues. Last
June, Gordon joined the Los Angeles
Dodgers.
Before joining the Dodgers, Gordon was
playing for the Triple-A Albuquerque team
in the Minor League and hitting .315 with
34 runs, 22 stolen bases and 18 RBIs in 50
games. He also appeared on the cover of
Baseball America and was named the No.
44 overall prospect by MLB.com.

While at Southeastern, Gordon was
named the 2007 NCCAA II National AllTournament’s Most Valuable Player. During
his time playing baseball at Southeastern,
he batted .378 with 45 stolen bases, 61 runs,
71 hits, nine doubles, four triples, and 44
RBIs in just 59 games.
“We are extremely proud of Dee, in all of
what he has accomplished in such a short
amount of time,” said Southeastern Head
Coach Jason Beck. “We look forward to
him representing Southeastern for years
to come. He has worked hard and deserves
everything coming to him.”

/ Dee Gordon
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JOANNE PETERSON ’91 received a

RON SELLERS ‘92 worked as a children’s

SANDIE
(SHIPMAN)
MCKAY
‘93 currently works as a financial

counselor for Option 1 Credit Union.
The National Credit Union Foundation
(NCUF) contacted her to film a training
video for certified union financial
counselors in 14 states. She also works
with the Community Reinvestment
Initiative in association with the
Michigan Credit Union League to help
individuals and families build a strong
financial future and become productive
credit union members. She provides oneon-one counseling, community seminars
and workshops, and hosts Financial Peace
University once a year at her credit union.
She and her husband Lance live in Grand
Rapids, Mich.

JOYCE (NOEL) NEWELL ‘94 currently

teaches high school students with learning
disabilities at a school in Rockville, Md.
She had her third child in October. Her
daughters, Amberly and Zoey, are 8 and
4 years old.
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also traveled and
ministered in 26
countries around
the world. ]

Sean Elton, in May.

SHARISSE (PABON) JOHNSON ’97

STACY TEEL ‘94 earned a master’s in
Intercultural Studies from AGTS in 2002.
She will complete her second master’s in
Education from Evangel University this
year. She has also traveled and ministered
in 26 countries around the world.
LUCY (LAGUERRA) ‘94 and TOMMY
KYLLONEN ‘96 recently led their

church, Crossover Church, into a new
43,000-square-foot building in the inner
city of Tampa, Fla. They minister to a multiethnic audience.

DAVID DINGMAN ’95 and his wife AMY
(LOWE) have two sons: Bruce (14) and

Seth (7). David was ordained with the
Assemblies of God in 2005; in 2008 he
moved to Calcutta, India, as a global worker
with the Assemblies of God to engage
unreached Bengali Muslim communities.

JUNE (MCCRORY) WILSON
’96 works as a help desk

analyst at Morgan Lewis
law firm by day and as a
web producer and writer by
night. Her husband, Rodney,
is a licensed minster and
screenwriter. He also works as
a power director for Amtrak.
They currently reside just
outside of Philadelphia in
Lansdowne, Pa. They recently
welcomed their son Darius
Malcolm on August 21, 2008.
His name means “Upholder of
the Good” after King Darius in
the Bible. Their family website
is www.rodneyandjune.com.

WALT ’99 and KIMBERLY (BROOKE)
ALTMAN ’97 welcomed their second son,

>

is married with five children. She lives
in Charlotte, N.C. and received her MBA
in 2006. She is currently working for
a non-profit agency and oversees selfdetermination programs for individuals
with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. She also volunteers as a Red
Cross CPR/First Aid/AED instructor for
non-profit agencies and attends Freedom
House Church. Her husband is in the Navy.

>

pastor at Southside Assembly of God after
graduation. He then became an AGWM
missionary to India from 1994-2006. He
is currently an ordained AG minister
at the Warehouse Church in Leesburg,
Fla., and an AG “minister abroad,”
taking three trips a year ministering
in Southern Asia. He and his wife were
married in 1976, and he had attended
Southeastern as a married student
and father of two. And, he is now the
grandfather of four. Ron was honored
as Southeastern College’s “Young
Alumnus of the Year” in 1996.

[S
 tacy Teel ‘94 has

>

Master in Curriculum and Instruction from
Covenant College last May. She is currently
the Foundations and Frameworks Reading
Coordinator at Briarwood Christian
School, where she has served for 13 years.
This marks her 20th year in education
after graduating from Southeastern.

Class Notes

[S
 haylon Sharp ‘99 earned a

>

Master’s in Divinity at Samford
University. He is currently the
lead pastor of The Crossing
Church in McCalla, Ala. ]
SHAYLON SHARP ‘99 earned a
Master’s in Divinity at Samford University.
He is currently the lead pastor of The
Crossing Church in McCalla, Ala., and
is ordained with the Alabama District
Council of the Assemblies of God.

’00

CHESTER
’00 recently

SPELLMAN

moved to
Tallahassee, Fla., and is
working in the Executive
Office of the Governor as the
deputy director of the Appointments
Office. He worked on Governor Scott’s
campaign and transition. He and his wife
have been married for eight years and
have a three-year-old son.

>

BIANCA

BUCKRIDEE

’01

leads social media service
strategy,
policies
and
practices at SunTrust Bank
headquartered in Atlanta,
Ga. She is responsible
for providing enterprisewide strategic leadership,
coordination and execution of
SunTrust’s social media client
service initiatives. She has
been featured in numerous
Forrester
publications,
including:
Research, American Banker, US Banker
and other publications.

Bianca Buckridee ‘01
has been featured in
numerous publications
including: Forrester
Research, American
Banker, US Banker and
other publications.

>

BAILEY

lives in Macon, Ga., and is
currently
the
mission’s
director for the missions
and
evangelism
school
Mission of God Ministries.
Check out her website at
www.mymissionsjourney.com.

KRISTIN (TAYLOR) PARKS ‘01 has

worked as a mortgage broker, team
leader at Publix, and office manager at
a securities company. She married her
husband, Kenneth, in 2006. They had
their first child, Autumn, in 2008. After
the loss of her second child, who was
stillborn, she started a blog that has
been used to update family and friends,
as well to journal her own thoughts and
feelings concerning this tragedy. Her
blog has already helped many people;
check it out at: www.choosingcarina.
blogspot.com.

BRENT and JADE (CHAUVIN) COLLINS
’02 are currently itinerating as AGWM

JASON and KELLY (KITTERMAN)
SHEDD ‘01 are currently residing in

JARED and KATIE (HASTINGS) FERIA
‘02 will celebrate their ninth wedding

missionaries to Spain. They are pioneering
a House of Hope to help the victims
of human trafficking. They have three
children: Alexa, Aiden and Luci.

>

>

JESSICA

Windsor, Colo. Kelly is a second grade
teacher at Windsor Charter Academy,
and Jason is a sports reporter for the
Windsor Beacon. They have three
children: Thea, Destin and Owen.

RUTH (PARKER)

along
with her
CHOWDHURY
‘02 husband,
Chris, are on the team at
Real Church in Hamtramck/
Detroit, Mich. They have
three children:
Samuel,
Micah
and
Addison
(pictured on the right).

anniversary in December. Jared is
teaching middle school English and
directing In His Fullness, Inc. Katie is an
adjunct professor at Santa Fe College.
They have two daughters, Eden and
Avery, and live in Gainesville, Fla.

>

00’S >
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CHRISTINE (DILLER) MINCHEW ‘03

is married with two children. She and
her family live in North Carolina where
her husband is training for Army Special
Forces (Green Beret).

>
[C
 hristine (Diller) Minchew ‘03 and
her family live in North Carolina
where her husband is training for
Army Special Forces. ]
PATTY HUDSON PARKER ‘03 currently

resides in Texas with her husband,
Marshall. Their son, Dominic, was born in
January. After spending some time home
with her son, Patty returned to part-time
teaching preschool children in the fall.

ERICA
PORTER
‘03 has worked with

the
CollegeBound
Foundation
in
Baltimore, Md. She
has also worked
with inner-city high
school students and
has been recently
awarded
the
opportunity to work with urban college
students all across the state of Maryland.

/ Lisa (Leach) Berry ‘06

DAVID LAVIKOFF ‘04 is now serving with
the United States Army.

LUCAS ‘05 and JENELLE (VAQUE)
FERRER ‘06 celebrated their fifth

anniversary this October. They met at
Southeastern and were married after
graduation.

is the worship and creative arts pastor
and is married to Cristen, who is a sixth
grade teacher at Valley Stream Christian
Academy.
LISA (LEACH) BERRY ’06 and her

husband Clark welcomed their adoptive
daughter, Ariana Grace, in March. Lisa is
a fifth grade teacher with Florida Virtual
School.

IAN FRITZSCHE ’05 and TIFFANI
BOWEN ‘08 are planning a November

wedding. Ian is currently a Southeastern
campus engineer. Tiffany is enrolled in
Southeastern’s graduate program in
professional counseling.
DEBRA KELLY ‘05 teaches sixth grade at

South McKeel Academy in Lakeland, Fla.
Her daughter Alyssa is currently attending
Southeastern.
AMY (DUNCANSON) MUELLER ‘05 and
her husband Shannon live in Kennesaw,
Ga. She works as a paraprofessional at
Kennesaw Charter Science and Math
Academy.

/ Ian Fritzsche ’05 and Tiffani Bowen ‘08

>

JOSH RYAN ‘05 joined Bethlehem
Assembly of God in Valley Stream, N.Y.,
after graduating from Southeastern. He

>

Class Notes

recently celebrated their threeyear wedding anniversary on
July 5. They have also welcomed
their first child, Serenity Hope, into
their family.

JENNY FERNANDA VIELMA ‘06

will receive her master’s degree in
Intercultural Ministries in December
2011 from the Assemblies of God
Theological Seminary. She is an appointed
missionary from the Assemblies of God to
Venezuela.

>

JOSEPH and RACHEL (LONGTIN)
CRAFT ‘07 are celebrating their

four-year wedding anniversary
and have recently welcomed their
first child, Caleb Benjamin, into
their family. Joseph graduated
from Southeastern with a master’s
in Elementary Education and
Rachel graduated with a B.A. in
Human Services. Joseph currently
teaches fifth grade science and
math at Pinewood Elementary in Eagle
Lake, Fla.. Rachel currently teaches reading
at Discovery Academy in Lake Alfred. They
both have been on missions projects to
Guatemala and Costa Rica.

LEAH TAYLOR ‘07 graduated with a degree
in mathematics education and began a fulltime teaching position at a Title 1 school in
Lake City, S.C. She has taught grades 6-8
mathematics and pre-algebra. In 2008-09
she received the highest rating for student
performance on the state testing. In 2010-11,
she was nominated by her co-workers as the
“Teacher of the Year.” She will be graduating
from the University of New England with
a master’s degree in Curriculum and
Instruction in May 2012.

[ Leah Taylor ‘07

>

>

TERRY ‘06 and DAMARIS
(TOVALIN)
RANDOLPH
‘08

received the
highest rating
for student
performance
on the state
testing. In 201011, she was
nominated by
her co-workers
as the “Teacher
of the Year.” ]

LINDA KELSO ‘08 and ’11 is currently

the assistant registrar at Southeastern
University. She recently earned her MBA.
KLAUSEGGER ‘08 currently
works with the Peace Corps in Thailand
as an English teacher and community
development director. She is also working
and collaborating with teachers and
administrators on curriculum development.

LEANNE

DAVID WING ‘08 is currently the band
director at North Port Middle School in North
Port, Fla.

/ Jenny Fernanda Vielma ‘06

/ IN MEMORIAM / We extend our condolences to the family and friends of these dear loved ones.

REVEREND STEVE LAMBERT ‘74 went to

He is survived by his wife and ministry partner,

be with the Lord on August 26, 2011, after a
16-month battle with brain cancer. Lambert
passed away peacefully in his home surrounded
by family and loved ones. Lambert lived his life
with a passion for people and a love for God.
As an Assemblies of God ordained minister,
Lambert’s ministry touched many lives as
he served in various roles and in numerous
congregations. For the past 18 years, he was
the senior pastor at First Assembly of God in
Clearwater, Fla.

RUTH (LENN) LAMBERT ’03; his daughter
CRYSTAL (LAMBERT) MASON ‘96; sons

Steven and Taylor; his three grandchildren,
Hannah, Colby and Chase Mason; his parents,
REV. VAUDIE and LILLIAN LAMBERT ’50;
his sister, JULIE (LAMBERT) SAYRE ’84;
his nephews, Cory and Tyler Sayre, and many
others who were influenced and forever
changed by his love, example, and guidance.

THOMAS BENDER ‘80 died on October 5,
2011, in a motorcycle accident near his home
in Pickerington, Ohio. He is survived by his wife
BARBARA ‘80.
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/ ALUM INSPIRED BY
2011 ROMANIA TRIP
Southeastern mission trips are
not only for current students, as
Jada Parker, a theology major,
proved. Parker graduated one
day before she left on the 2011
summer Romania trip with
seven other students and two
co-leaders.
The group spent the first part of the summer working
with the House of Hope gypsy school in Romania. The
school, run by a Christian pastor, ministers to children
in grades kindergarten through fourth, helping them
learn to speak Romanian as well as how to maintain
their health and hygiene. The Gypsies, or Roma, are
considered outcasts in most countries. As a result,
many of them don’t speak the native language and
live in conditions leading to poor hygiene.
The House of Hope school is located in the Roma
section of the Romanian village Tinca. It has been
open for about four years and works with 150 Roma
children, many of whom don’t have parents living in
the village or anyone to supervise them.
Co-leader Suzanne Savage, Southeastern’s director
of international students, and her team spent the
majority of their time working with the children on
a health and wellness curriculum, which included
teaching basic skills such as bathing and brushing
their teeth.

During the trip, Parker kept a blog to chronicle the
group’s activities. She was struck by how the Roma
children were amazed at what could be considered
little things. On the fourth day of the trip, she included
this in her blog post:
“They know how to wash their hands, but they were
so excited at the opportunity to be clean. Some of
them washed their hands three times. We had to
take the soap bars out of their hands. We laughed so
hard together today.”
“They were so excited to brush their teeth,” said
Melissa Maisenbacher, an academic adviser at
Southeastern and one of the co-leaders. “They just
wanted to show us their teeth after they brushed.”
Maisenbacher also said that when she asked the

children if they knew who Jesus is, they all said they
did. They also said that they know He loves them,
proof that the ministry aspect of the school is having
an effect.
When the team left the village on the final day, the
children ran next to the van trying to keep up and
give the group one final wave goodbye. One Roma
child actually clung to the back of the van briefly as
it was leaving, trying to stay with the Southeastern
students as long as possible. The driver eventually
had to stop the van and tell the boy to let go.
“I’m so thankful for this trip,” Parker wrote on her
blog. “We helped them, but they changed us.”
It was Parker’s first overseas mission trip, and she
said God opened her and her fellow students’ hearts
to the Roma people, especially the children.
“Really, it just opened my eyes to this people group
who had been forgotten, or pushed to the side or
neglected,” she said.
Parker’s blog:
www.romaniaadventures.blogspot.com
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WAYNE BUCHANAN ‘10 received his MBA from

Southeastern. Since receiving his degree, he has
retired from the Tampa Police Department as
a master police officer after 13 years of service.
Currently, he serves at Southeastern as the assistant
director of Safety and Security. He recently began
working on a Master of Science in Administration of
Justice through Wilmington University and hopes
to graduate with an MAJ degree in the summer of
2013. He will also begin teaching at Southeastern
in the spring of 2012 as an adjunct instructor in the
Business/Criminal Justice departments.
HEATHER NOEL CONNER ‘10 and BRAYDEN
RAKES ‘11 were married in September.

BRANDON WATTS ‘11 enrolled as one of the

first students in Southeastern’s Master of Arts in
Theological Studies program. He also currently
volunteers at First Presbyterian Church of Lakeland,
where he helps with worship services, occasional
preaching and Sunday school teaching.

>

ANDREW and ABBY LETTSOME ‘09 work as
missionaries in Kenya.

[B
 randon Watts ‘11
enrolled as one of
the first students in
Southeastern’s Master
of Arts in Theological
Studies program. ]

/ Shaina (Cannavaro) LaTulippe ‘10
SHAINA (CANNAVARO) LATULIPPE ‘10 married

videographer at the Christian Broadcasting Network.
He has hosted a program for CBS college sports,
has acted for Discovery Channel and was a top ten
contestant in the Fox 43 ‘Face of Fox.’ In addition to
his work in media, he has also worked as an assistant
program director to help inner city youth learn about
television.

KRISTEN LEDLOW ‘10 is now the host of “The Good

News Show,” a 30-minute talk program about local
people, businesses and events. She was also crowned
Miss Capital City USA in 2010 and was featured on
the cover of the December 2010/January 2011
Tallahassee Woman magazine.

>

CALEB KINCHLOW ’09 is a producer, editor and

Corey LaTulippe in August. They now live in Palm
Beach Gardens, Fla.

*Graduation years are based on data from Southeastern University’s database.

/W
 E WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU AND SO DO YOUR CLASSMATES!

Send us your news – weddings,
special anniversaries, new
jobs, promotions, educational
accomplishments, births,
awards and the like.

Email your photos and news to alumni@seu.edu
or mail your prints to:

We would also love to showcase
your pictures. Remember to
include your class year.

Thank you! We can’t wait to hear from you!

Alumni Relations, Southeastern University
1000 Longfellow Blvd.
Lakeland, FL 33801
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perspective

MONEY,
MONEY, MONEY
Dr. Steven M. Fettke
Nowadays, money concerns are on everyone’s minds.
The troubled world economy has people everywhere
wringing their hands, anxious about just what is going
to happen. Many have lost their jobs and many more
feel their jobs are in jeopardy. People feel as though
they have little “treasure.” But in Matthew’s gospel,
Jesus challenged believers about where they store their
“treasure”; indeed, the gospel challenges believers to
define just what it is they treasure (Mt. 6:19-24). People
cannot serve both God and money (Mt. 6:24).
A rich man was dying and he was worried about his vast
fortune. He called to his bedside his doctor, pastor, and
lawyer. He gave them each a large amount of money
and told them to slip the money in his casket when he
died. Despite their protests, he insisted so they took
the money. At the rich man’s funeral, the three met
privately to discuss what had happened. The doctor
sheepishly said, “Fellas, I have to confess, I have spent
half of the money to fund a new children’s wing at the
local hospital.” The pastor said, “Well, since confession is
good for the soul, I must confess, too. I have used some
of the money to fund a new children’s program at the
church.” The lawyer was aghast. “I am ashamed of you
two. I want you to know I have put in the casket a check
for the entire amount!”
Matthew’s gospel also has a story about a rich man
trying to negotiate with Jesus what it meant to be a
disciple (Mt. 19:16-30). When the rich man approached
Jesus with his question, he wanted to know what good
things he could do to inherit eternal life. Jesus’ reply
changed the focus from good things or good deeds
to God and obeying God. If you love God, you will keep
God’s commandments, which include loving your
neighbor. In that culture, loving one’s neighbor meant
doing acts of charity toward the poor. Even though
he had done this, he realized he was still not where
he should be spiritually. Thus, in his case, his spiritual
impediment is wealth and all the power, prestige, and
privilege wealth provides. To become a true disciple, all
impediments to faithfulness, whatever those might be,
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must be discarded. No one who wishes to be a disciple
of Jesus can negotiate the terms of discipleship – no
matter what the challenge to faithfulness might be.
The disciples are amazed. They did not view his wealth
as an impediment; they viewed his wealth as a sign
of God’s blessing. Thus, their whole worldview has
been turned upside down. Here is a man who has
followed God’s commandments and has given to the
poor yet is still challenged by Jesus to do more. Who
can be saved? The answer to that question is found
in Matthew 6:33, “Seek first the kingdom of God and
his righteousness and all things will be given as well.”
When Peter proclaimed the commitment the disciples
have made to Jesus (Mt. 19:27), Jesus reminded them
of the many blessings they will receive. It is hard for
the rich to part with their wealth, but it is also hard for
those with other kinds of impediments to faithfulness to
part with theirs, too. If we seek God and God’s kingdom
and righteousness above all earthly possessions or
ambitions, we will discover what is truly valuable:
treasure in Heaven (Mt. 6:18-20). However, we also enjoy
the true treasures of earth: fellowship with brothers and
sisters in the Lord as well as the promise of eternal life.

It is always a good
thing to ask ourselves
again: just what do
we treasure above
all things? May all of
us answer: God and
God’s kingdom and
righteousness. Amen.

HISTORY

/ During the 1960s
Bernice Kovaks
led the musical
group, the Treble
Tones Trio. The
group traveled
throughout Florida
spreading the
gospel through
song. Their
effective ministry
in music was
one of the main
contributors to
the success of the
Music Department
during that era.
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Alumni Homecoming Reunion | FEBRUARY 3-4, 2012

We welcome you to come back to Southeastern with your family.
There will be lots of opportunities to reconnect with your former
classmates and professors.
For more details or to register, visit seu.edu/alumni

